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What’s taking ZÉl 
so long? I hope she 

didn’t run into any trouble 
while trading the 

sailfish for money.

A city erupts in flames.

Nailah, let’s 
go! ZÉlie’s in 

trouble!

At the city gates.

ZÉLIE AND A HOODED 
FIGURE STAND IN FRONT OF 

AN army OF GUARDS.
ZÉL! 

GET ON!

Nailah leaps over the gate with tzain, 
zÉLIE, AND THE HOODED FIGURE.

In a forest near 
Lago, the capital 

of orÏsha.

!



*MAMA AGBA: 
- THE LAST REMAINING MAJI 
- SURVIVED THE RAID* BY 

CHANGING HER HAIR COLOUR 
FROM WHITE TO BROWN

What 
the h*ll! 

What happened 
to staying out 

of trouble??

*takes hood off* 
I’m sorry, this 
is all my fault.

Wait, I 
can 

explain-

I tried, 
tzain! But They 
were going to 

kill her!!

ZÉLIE! GET 
OFF HER!

Wait! Stop! 
Look at this!

And 
where is that 

maji now?

I don’t 
want ZÉL to get 

her hopes up about 
magic again. It took so 
long for her to recover 
from Mama’s death, and I 

know how often ZÉlie 
thinks about her 
own lost magic.

Amari grabs a scroll from 
within her cloak.

…dead. 
My Father killed 

her.

In mama agba’s* hut. 
Mama agba touches 

the scroll.

*THE RAID: 
AN EVENT IN WHICH 

KING SARAN 
MURDERED EVERY 

DIVÎNER AND MAJI 
OVER THE AGE OF 

THIRTEEN, 
INCLUDING ZÉLIE 

AND TZAIN’S 
MOTHER

MY 
VISION SHOWS YOU three 

climbing a mountain. I think 
you’re on a quest to bring 

magic back!

*DIVÎNER 
MAJI* WHO STILL 

HAVEN’T 
DEVELOPED THIER 

MAGIC.

We have 
to get back 

home. Mama agba 
will know what 

to do.
They arrive back 

in ilorin.

You lied to 
me! You said 
your life was 

in danger!

ZÉLIE SLAMS AMARI 
AGAINST A TREE.

Oh my 
gods, zÉL, 

That’s 
princess 

Amari! you 
kidnapped the 

princess??

This can 
bring magic back, I saw 
it with my own eyes! A 

divîner* touched this scroll 
and her magic 

returned!

*MAJI 
PEOPLE WHO CAN 
DO MAGIC; ALL 

HAVE WHITE HAIR

magic… I 
can feel my 
magic again!



The magic-awakening ritual has been 
completed.

Mama 
agba, you can’t 

be serious! I can’t 
even read the 

scroll!

You 
need to leave. 

now. The guards 
are here.

*SKY MOTHER: 
THE SUPREME DEITY 

WORSHIPPED BY THE MAJI

After climbing to 
chÁNDOMLE, LOCATED ON 

TOP OF A MOUNTAIN.

I need to AWAKEN 
YOUR DORMANT MAGIC. Only 
then can you complete the 

ritual, during the solstice, to 
re-TETHER THE BOND TO SKY 
MOTHER AND bring magic 

back.

in order 
to perform the 

ritual, you’ll need three 
magical artifacts. You 

already have the sacred 
scroll, and I’ll give you the 
bone dagger, but you will 

need to find the last 
artifact, the 
sunstone.

Lekan leads 
the trio up to 
the peak of the 

mountain.

Lekan instucts 
ZÉLIE TO SIT IN A 
stone tub, THEN 

CUTS HER ARM WITH 
THE BONE DAGGER.

I can 
sense the 

royal guards 
coming! We 
must go!

They run down the mountain peak 
to get nailah, but are spotted by 

the guards.

Lekan uses his magic to stop the 
guards from advancing, but he 

gets killed by one of them.

LEKAN: 
THE LAST 

REMAINING 
SÊNTARO

Head to 
chÂNDOMLE 

FIRST. THAT’S 
WHERE THE LAST 

KNOWN SÊNTARO* 
TEMPLE IS. 

BRING MAGIC 
BACK!

*SÊNTAROS: 
- HIGH PRIESTS OF MAGIC 
- HELP PERSERVE THE BOND BETWEEN SKY 

MOTHER* AND MAJI BY PERFORMING A 
RITUAL EVERY HUNDRED YEARS 

- ALL, EXCEPT FOR LEKAN, WERE 
MASSACRED DURING THE RAID

I’m worried 
about 

ZÉL….WITHOUT 
MAMA HERE TO 
GUIDE HER, HOW 

WILL SHE BE ABLE 
TO ADJUST TO 
BEING A MAJI?

!

BOOM



No! 
Lekan!!

This 
must be 

especially hard 
for zÉLIE. HER 

REAPER* MAGIC HAS 
JUST BEEN AWAKENED, 
SO LEKAN’S SOUL IS 

THE FIRST SHE’ll 
encounter.

*REAPER: 
MAJI OF LIFE AND DEATHWe have the 

bone dagger and the 
sacred scroll. All we 

need now is the 
sunstone! We must 
find it and complete 

the ritual.

We 
need to leave 
before those 
guards break 

through lekan’s 
defense.

The trio travels through a 
desert and arrives in ibeji.

What’s that big 
arena for?

We get 
arranged into 

teams and compete 
in it. The stockers 
will pay off our 

debts if we 
win.

That 
divÎNER MUST 

BE WORKING IN 
THE STOCKS. she’s 

as good as 
dead, then.



The teams’ 
captains are all 

nobles who are after 
babaluaye’s stone. They 
say the stone grants 

immortality.

You can win by 
drowning or killing all the 

members of the other teams, 
but so far, no one has been 

able to win.

That 
stone must be the 

sunstone! We have to compete 
in the competition and win 

that stone.

The next day: a few minutes 
before the competition starts.

Inside the 
arena, on 
their ship.

Amari, you 
don’t have to come. 
There are only three 

people who know how to 
complete the ritual, and 
if we’re all competing 

in the competition, 
well….

If we 
die, no one 

will be able to 
complete the 

ritual and bring 
magic back.

The competition 
starts.

No, I can 
do this. My 
father and 
brother are 

both after my 
head now, so 

staying out of the 
competition won’t 
save me anyway. 
It’s time for me 

to be brave 
for once.

gather around, 
everyone! Here is 

the battle plan: we 
will form an alliance 

with the boats closest to 
us and target the boats 
furthest away. Half of 

you can handle paddling, 
and the rest of you can 

man the cannons and 
aim for the boats 

in the front.

zÉl, you 
know what 

to do.

I really, 
really hope ZÉL 
WILL BE ABLE TO 

COMMAND AN ARMY 
OF THE DEAD LIKE 
MAMA WAS ONCE 

ABLE TO.

Amari, 
watch 
out!!

ZÉLIE NODS 
AND DIVES 

UNDERWATER.

I should tell 
Amari to stay 

behind while we 
compete. She 

doesn’t seem like 
she can handle 
the bloodbath.

!



Tzain attempts to 
block the sword, but 

he gets cut by it.

Tzain! I am 
so sorry!

Don’t 
just stand 
there! Get 
to safety!

The ship stops 
sinking.

Yes! ZÉL 
DID IT!!

She should be 
surfacing any time 
now. Is something 

wrong? Why isn’t she 
coming up for air?

Tzain dives in the 
water.

Amari! I’m 
diving in, I 
think ZÉL IS 
IN TROUBLE!

TZAIN COMES UP 
FROM THE WATER 

WITH AN 
UNCONSCIOUS 
ZÉLIE IN HIS 

ARMS

SOMEONE CHARGES AT TZAIN 
AND ZÉLIE WITH A SWORD.

THE CAPTAIN OF THE OTHER 
REMAINING SHIP

AMARI PLUNGES HER SWORD 
INTO THE CAPTAIN.

AMARI! DID 
WE JUST… 

WIN?

Oh no, our 
ship is sinking! 

Come one, ZÉL, HELP 
US! THERE IS ONLY ONE 
SHIP LEFT. IF WE CAN 
OUTLAST THAT SHIP, 

WE’LL WN!



AT THE WINNER’S CEREMONY.
zÉl must’ve 

been in so much 
pain. The amount of 
people who’d died in 

that arena, the 
amount of souls 

she’d encountered, 
must’ve taken a 

toll on her 
body.The crowd is chanting “the immortal! The 

commander! The lionaire!”

ZÉLIE, 
HOW ARE YOU 

FEELING?

Better 
than ever! We 

have the sacred 
scroll, the bone 
dagger, and the 

sunstone. All we 
need to do now is 
to get to the Holy 

Temple* within 
the next few 

days.

The trio settles in a clay 
hut for the night.

HEY, 
I NEVER 

GOT TO SAY 
THANKS. FOR, 
YOU KNOW, 
HELPING US 

WIN.

DON’T 
THANK ME. 

IF I’D STAYED 
BEHIND LIKE YOU 

SAID, YOU 
WOULDN’T HAVE 

GOTTEN 
HURT. 

When we pass 
through gombe, you should 

go to the guard post. You can 
tell the guards thatwe kidnapped 
you. That way, you’ll be able to 

go back to the palace and 
stay safe.

Where is 
this 

coming 
from? Did I 

do 
something 

wrong?

No, not at all! 
I just… don’t 

want to 
incriminate you

Well, I’m 
staying. I’ve been 
running from my 

father and brother 
for too long. Now, 

it’s time for me 
to fight back. Alright, 

alright. I want you to 
stay, Amari. I just needed 

to know that you do 
too.

oh…. 
Well, I do 
want to 

stay.

*holy temple 
-a sacred island north of Jimeta; 
only appears every hundred years

ZÉL and I also 
wouldn’t be alive, so thank 

you. For saving us and killing 
the captain.

ZÉLIE FALLS ALSEEP 
IMMEDIATELY.



Six days later, the trio takes 
a rest at the gombe river 

valley.

*sigh* the 
sound of river 
flowing is so 
soothing….

Yeah, it 
reminds me of 

illorin. Of 
home.

zÉLIE SUDDENLY 
FREEZES UP. guys…I think 

we should go.

Why- Oh my 
gods, how has he 

caught up with us so 
quickly?

ZÉL! GET 
OUT OF THE 

RIVER!

*WHISTLES* 
NAILAH! GET 
OVER HERE!

ZÉLie! Hurry 
up!

That girl in the 
river is ZÉLIE! GET 

HER!!

NO! LET HER 
GO!! ZÉLIE!!!

TZAIN TURNS TO SEE NAILAH 
CAUGHT IN A TRAP, DANGLING 

FROM A TREE BRANCH.

…THEY TOOK ZÉL. 
THEY TOOK MY LITTLE 

SISTER!

Skies, 
that’s inan! 

That’s my brother, 
the captain of the 

palace guards!

Why isn’t 
ZÉl moving? She 

can’t seriously be 
thinking of fighting 
inan and his guards, 

right?

*voice cracks* 
when mama died, I 
promised her I’d 

always take care of 
zÉL…. And BABA…I 

PROMISED BABA WE’D 
STICK TOGETHER.

Tzain watches helplessly as guards 
rush to the river and knock ZÉlie out, 

throwing her limp form over a panther.



TZAIN, 
DON’T GIVE 
up! We will 

get her back, 
no matter 

what it 
takes.Let’s 

head to gombe. 
That’s where the 

closest guard fortress 
is, so that must be 
where they took 

her.

Tzain and amari travel to gombe.

They leave nailah outside the city while 
they venture inside, hoping to find tzain’s 

old divÎner friends.

They enter a secret divÎNER 
tavern.

I SEE THEM!

KENYON! 
IMANI! KHANI!

TZAIN! WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING HERE? We 

need your 
help.

amari explains their situation to 
Kenyon and his group.

And the 
solstice is in two 

days, so we need to 
rescue her as soon as 

possible. She’s the only maji 
who has been tethered to sky 

mother by a sÊNTARO, SO 
SHE’S THE ONLY ONE WHO 

CAN PERFORM THE 
RITUAL.

Two 
days?! That is way too 

soon. There’s no way we can save 
her that quickly. we’re just 
useless divÎNERS who don’t 

have magic!

AMARI PULLS THE SACRED SCROLL 
OUT OF HER PACK.

I need to 
ease them 
into our 
situation. 

They’re loyal 
friends, but 

they’re 
guarded. They 

won’t help 
us easily-

Maybe you 
can’t, but I bet that 
if this whole tavern 

helps, we’ll be able to 
save ZÉLIE. PLUS, I HAVE 

A SOLUTION TO YOUR 
MAGIC PROBLEM.



Tzain stares at amari as she 
addresses the whole tavern.

Wow, she’s so brave. 
And she really does care 

about ZÉLIE.

The next day: executing Amari’s 
plan.

Hidden behind some bushes outside 
the guard fortress. Is everyone ready? I’ll 

let all the DIVÎNER TOUCH THE 
SCROLL TO AWAKEN THEIR 

POWERS ONCE WE’RE INSIDE 
THE FORTRESS.

Everyone: yes!

Inside the tower.

ZÉL 
WILL BE DOWN IN 

THE DUNGEON, SO THAT’S 
WHERE WE NEED TO GO. 

KENYON AND THE OTHERS 
WILL DISTRACT THE 
GUARDS to GIVE US 

COVER.

Later that day, back 
in a room in the 

tavern.

I see ZÉL! 
*GASPS* SKIES, SHE’S 

SO…BLOODY!

THEY 
TORTURED 
HER!? HOW 

DARE THEY! I 
WILL MAKE 
THEM PAY!

WE DON’T HAVE 
TIME, TZAIN. WE MUST 

GET OUT BEFORE my FATHER 
BRINGS 

REINFORCEMENTS!

*groggily* 
where am I…?

ZÉLIE! 
YOU’RE AWAKE!



*wincing* how…
how bad are the 

wounds?
they’re…not 

that bad. Khani said 
they should heal with time, 

but… they might leave 
a scar.

Kenyon walks in the room.

We have no time. The 
solstice is just one day away, 

and we still need to get to Jimeta. 
I know a merchant clan there who 

has a ship we can use to get to 
the holy temple.

Let’s go, 
then.

In Jimeta*.

*Jimeta: 
A seaside city filled with mercenaries 

and criminals

Kenyon, Amari, and tzain 
stand outside a cave 

entrance, waiting for zÉLIE 
TO MAKE AN ALLIANCE WITH the 

MERCHANT clan INSIDE.

ZÉLIE COMES OUT 
WITH ROËN*.

WE HAVE 
OURSELVES A SHIP, 

AND A CREW!

*ROËN: 
-Foregin mercenary 
-called the silver-

eyed foxer 
-leader of the best 
mercenary crew in 

ORÏSHA

I can’t 
believe they 
cut maggot 

onto her back. I 
am going to kill 

those 
bast**ds.

ZÉL HAS BEEN 
IN THERE FOR too 

long. I KNEW I 
SHOULDN’T HAVE LET HER 
GO INSIDE ALONE. SHE 

HASN’T EVEN FULLY 
RECOVERED YET, AND I LET 
KENYON SEND HER INTO A 
CAVE FULL OF CRIMINALS? 
WHAT WAS I THINKING? ZÉL 

COULD BE GETTING 
TORTURED RIGHT NOW! 

OR she could 
already be 

dead!



The next day, they arrive at the 
holy temple, only to be ambushed 

by the king saran* and his men.

*KING SARAN 
-KING OF ORÏSHA 

-INCITED THE RAID 
-father of Amari 
OLÚBORI and inan 

olÚBORI
Ah, ZÉLIE. 

NICE TO SEE YOU 
AGAIN.

He must be 
the one who 

tortured ZÉLIE 
AND CUT MAGGOT 
ONTO HER BACK. 

he’s dead.

Baba* walks forward, chained.

*baba 
Father of ZÉLIE 

ADEBOLA AND 
TZAIN ADEBOLA

What 
is baba doing here?! 

Where is mama agba? She 
said she’d take care 

of him!

I will let 
him go if you drop 

all your sacred 
artifacts, maggot 

girl.

ZÉLIE IGNORES 
KENYON AND DROPS 
THE SACRED SCROLL, 
THE BONE DAGGER, 
AND THE SUNSTONE 

ON THE GROUND.

KING SARAN 
KILLS BABA.

ZÉLIE IS ABLE TO 
COMPLETE THE 
RITUAL USING 

BABA’S BLOOD. SHE 
CALLS FORTH HER 
MAJI ANCESTORS, 

AND TOGETHER, THEY 
RE-TETHER THE BOND 

BETWEEN SKY 
MOTHER AND MAJI.

ZÉLIE FAINTS FROM 
EXHAUSTION AFTER.

…AMARI? 
YOUR HAIR! 
IT’S…IT’S 
WHITE!

I…I think I 
have magic…?

!

NO!! 
BABA!!!

BABA!!!
AMARI 

STABS KING 
SARAN.

ZÉLIE, NO! WE 
HAVE SACRIFICED TOO 

MUCH TO JUST THROW IT 
ALL AWAY NOW!

BACK ON THE BOAT, WAITING FOR ZÉLIE TO RECOVER.


