NOTES ON ELEMENTS OF SHORT STORIES

I         SETTING

          

A. Time – season (summer/fall), time of day 

 (3pm/noon/evening), year/era
          B.  Place 
          C.  Mood/Atmosphere (-enables tone)
II        POINT OF VIEW

          A.  Omniscient
                   1.  author is free to go wherever he wishes

                   2.  he can interpret, comment, tell as much or as little as he pleases

          B.  Limited Omniscient  
                   1.  author tells the story from the viewpoint of one character in the story

                   2.  he tells what this character thinks, feels, hears, says

                   3.  he has no knowledge of other characters

          C.  First Person
                   1.  author disappears into one of the characters

                   2.  this could be a major or minor character

                   3.  tells the story in first person (I, me)
          D.  Objective or Dramatic

                   1.  roving sound camera

                   2.  can go anywhere, but records only what can be seen and heard

E. Second Person

1. the narrator tells the story from a commanding point of view.  The narrator often tells the reader/audience what to do.  This is dangerous because the reader/audience can be OFFENDED!

2. this means that the story is told using YOU

          (To determine point of view:

                   a.  Who tells the story?

                   b.  How much is he allowed to know?

                   c.  To what extent does the author look inside his characters and report their thoughts
    and feelings?)
VI       THEME

          - the central insight or generalization ABOUT LIFE that is either stated or implied

          (To determine theme:

                   a.  What is the central purpose?

                   b.  What view of life does it support?

                   c.  What insight into life does it reveal?)

Topic/Subject + controlling idea(specifics about the topic) = Topic Sentence
III       CHARACTERS

          A.  Protagonist

                   - central character in the conflict

          B.  Antagonist

                   - forces arrayed against the protagonist

IV       CONFLICT

          A.  Man versus man
                   - protagonist is pitted against some other person or group of  people
          B.  Man versus Environment

                   - protagonist is in conflict with some external force (physical nature, society, fate...)

          C.  Man versus Himself
                   - protagonist is in conflict with some element of his own nature

          The conflict may be physical, mental, emotional, moral.

V        ENDINGS

          A.  Happy

                   - the protagonist overcomes the antagonist and wins the conflict

          B.  Unhappy

                   - the protagonist does not overcome the antagonist

          C.  Indeterminate

                   - no definitive conclusion is arrived at

          D.  Surprise

                   - reveals a sudden new turn or twist

VI       THEME

          - the central insight or generalization ABOUT LIFE that is either stated or implied

          (To determine theme:

                   a.  What is the central purpose?

                   b.  What view of life does it support?

                   c.  What insight into life does it reveal?)

