The Covenant Questions

1. Why does Vince say about the battle, "the rules are the same as in the old neighborhood"? What do you learn from his words about the relationship between the boys? 

2. What does Ed remember while on the landing craft? Why does he start thinking about the past? Why do you think the author chose Ed's point of view to predominate in the story? How does Ed's point of view affect the way we see the events? 

3. Ed's inner world is described mainly through inner monologue. However, we can only judge Vince from his behavior and dialogue. Why did the author choose such different ways of revealing characters?

4. Comment on the irony in the sentence "the glory of the war was all around". What is Ed's attitude to war? Why do you think he had signed up for the army? How does his attitude change throughout the story?

5.  a) Find expressions in the text that describe the soldiers as a mass. What effect is achieved by this imagery? 
     b) Now find the descriptions of individual soldiers. Why does the author bring these individuals into the narration?

6. What do you understand by the phrase "the entire beach was full of broken promises"? What relation does this metaphor have to the central theme of the story?

7. What is the meaning of the word 'Covenant' as used in the title of the story? Relate the title to the story's central theme.

8. What role does nature play in the story? Why does the author choose to finish her story with a description of a peaceful landscape? Comment on the use of antithesis in the story (the natural world - human world; battlefield - quiet, still sea). 

9. What things about the world around him does Ed learn during the course of the story? How does his inner world change?
