Name:________________ 
Poetry Analysis

Greater Than That
“Peering through the drape

Of my synthetic cell,

How I long to escape

This manufactured hell.

Like a bruised, little bird

Too confused to fly, 

I’m trapped, in a word,

So confined am I.

A captive, collared lion

Alone in its pen,

I’m pacin’ and dyin’

In a manmade den.

For an eagle was not meant

To be locked in a cage,

Its life to be spent

Like a picture on a page.

And when a mighty lion,

In truth, is but a cat,

It will spend its time tryin’

To be greater than that.”

1. Summarize this poem. What is the speaker saying? What is the theme or message of this poem? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the speaker’s mood in this poem? Why do you think that? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. State and explain three literary devices used in this poem. 

	From the poem
	Literary Device Used
	What is the purpose of this literary device? What do readers understand from the use of this literary device?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4. Draw a picture of this poem. Draw anything that stands out to you. 










