Chapter 10 Questions

1. What happens to Sue in this chapter? 

2. Why is this important to the book? 

3. What does Brian do to Amy near the start of the chapter?  Why?

4. Why do the Blues feel that Amy betrayed them?  
5. “It’s not just a colour that makes it so hard,” Juan added, “it’s being poor.  When you have very little money and you can’t afford decent housing so you live where it’s crowded and noisy, where crime and drugs are a way of life because it’s the only way to get money.  Your kids don’t eat well, so they’re sick more often, and doctors cost.  Poverty is what separates people, maybe even more than colour.” (page 112). How does this quote add to the book?  Is it true or not? 
6.  “It’s a vicious circle, a Catch-22,” Otero said.  “If colour prevents you from getting work, because you’re labeled inferior, you lose your self-respect and ambition.  You can’t support a family and, feeling guilty, may leave them.  The family suffers.  The children see how their parents couldn’t make it because of colour, so maybe they don’t even try.  But things are changing.  They appear to be getting better.  Education is still the ladder to economic success.” (page 112).  Do you think this is an accurate statement or not?  How do people elevate their status/success if they are poor?  Looking at the quote, what impact do you think that being poor would have on family dynamics?  

7. How is education the ladder to economic success? 

8. What is your view on the importance of education?  
9. What does Amy do when she sees a G4? 

10. Why is the baby important to Papa and Mama? 

11. What does Papa do to indicate a change in his behavior at the end of the chapter?   

12. Why is this important to the book?  
