Social Studies 10									Mr. Aitken
The Canadian Government: Notes

Take notes in the blanks provided as we go through the PowerPoint presentation. This information will be examinable on your final unit test on Government.
The Canadian Constitution:
The constitution outlines the ___________________________________________________________________________________
No one, not even the queen, is exempt from following the constitution. This is why the Canadian government is a _______________________________________________________.
There are three parts to the written Canadian Constitution:
1. ________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________
The amending formula, to change the constitution requires ___________________________________________________________________________________ to be in agreement before any changes are possible. 
When the BNA act was being written Canada was designed as a federation with a strong central government and weaker provincial governments. There were still disagreements over how the various responsibilities should be divided. The Federal Government retained residual powers which meant that _____________________________________________________________________________________



There are three branches to the Federal Government
1. _____________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________
Complete attached sheet on the branches of government as we review the following slides and video.
The Federal Government – House of Commons:
The Federal Government meets in Ottawa and is required to meet ________________ per year – also known as a ‘session’ of parliament (there is usually more than one per year). The main function of parliament is to ___________________________________________________________________________________
During _____________________________________________________ the opposition may challenge the governments actions and question its policies. 
MP’s or _______________________________________________________________ may also raise issues from their constituencies. 
There are _____________________________ seats in the House of Commons in Ottawa. 
Debates in the House of Commons are overseen by a _________________________________ who acts like a referee and sees that the rules of parliament are followed. The MP’s sit with their political parties – the ____________________________________________ sits to the right of the speaker while the ________________________________________________________ sits to the left of the speaker.
The _________________________________________________________________ is the leader of the party with the second highest number of seats in the House of Commons. 



How MP’s Vote:
Within _________________________________ MP’s meet privately with all of the MP’s of their party and the party leader. Here they discuss party policy and vote on new measures to be introduced in the house. Members are allowed to criticize the actions of their party within caucus. However, within the House of Commons they are expected to vote with their party except in the case of ______________________________________________. 
The Senate:
The Senate is the ___________________________________________ of Parliament. It is ___________________________________________ of the House of Commons and is made up of people who have been appointed by the _________________________________________________ on the recommendation of the Prime Minister. Senators may serve until they are __________________ years old. 
The main job of the senate is to provide sober second thought or ___________________________________________________________________ they may also ______________________________________________________________ and send bills to the House of Commons. They provide regional representation and investigate issues that the House of Commons is unwilling or unable to examine. 
People have pointed out that there are many problems with the senate including the fact that many senators are given _____________________________________ appointments – meaning that __________________________________________________________________________________



[bookmark: _GoBack]
Other Notable Terms:
Cabinet Solidarity: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Civil Service: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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