Law 12
The Criminal Code – An Introduction

Directions: Read the text “All About Law” pg. 124-131 and then complete the following:

1. Provide definitions for the following terms:
· Intent –
· Willful Blindness - 
· Motive - 
· Recklessness - 

· Attempt - 

· Criminal negligence - 

· Conspiracy - 

2. Answer the following questions:
a. Define and describe the differences between Actus Reus and Mens Rea.  Provide an example for each.  
b. How is motive used in a criminal trial?

c. When does an attempt begin? Provide an example of a situation where a criminal charge of attempt could be made.
3. You Be the Judge: Read over the case R. v. Parks (page 124-125) and answer the questions related to that case.

a. Were actus reus and mens rea present at the time this crime was committed? Explain.

b. Why do you think the Supreme Court dismissed the Crown’s appeal?

c. Should a person be able to use a severe sleep disorder as a reason to nullify criminal responsibility? Explain your opinion.

d. Why should epileptics not be allowed to use the defense of automatism in the case of a car accident? Explain.
4. You Be the Judge: Read the case study found on page 131 of your text (R. v. Goodine) – added below- and answer the following question
a. What was the actus reus and mens rea present in the crime committed?  Explain.
b. Why do you Goodine was not charged with aiding and abetting in the crime? Explain.
[image: image1.jpg]%3 Parti:

.
Aiding or Abetting
If you help someone 1o commit a crime
to commit the crime. If yo,, encourage ,
guilty of abetting that perspy,
about a crime is aiding. T incite, ingr;
crime is abetting. To be convicted of

aiding or abetting, you my i
) € st believe
that the other person truly mtended to commit the offenc’e, Onlookers who
are not guilty of ajdj;

merely witness a criminal ac¢
if onlookers do anything that could be
act, they could be guilty of abetting,
Under section 21(2) of the Criminal Code
criminal is just as guilty of the crime as the ¢
out. For example, Patrick urges Paolo to take
room. Patrick is inciting Paolo
is caught trying to steal the wa]]

Paolo to commit the crime.

'\ You Be the Judge
R. v Goodine, 1993 CanLII 5379 (NB C.A)

e
For more information, YRR Nelson Social Studies @'

One summer afternoon in 1992, Todd Johnston went
for a ride with his girlfriend and two friends, Jason
Boyd and Cory Goodine. After driving on country
roads near Arthurette, New Brunswick, Johnston
Stopped the truck. Without warning, he shot Boyd in
the head with 5 revolver. He then removed Boyd’s body
Tom the truck and dragged it a short distance.
Stll holding the revolver, Johnston ordered
0odine to “ger off the truck and help me because
z?u e in on this, too.” Goodine obeyed Johnston’s
Victf?rs 0 drag the body into the woods. When the
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of the head. Medical evidence at trial indicated that
either shot would have caused Boyd’s death.

A few days later, Goodine told two of his friends
about the murder and led them to Boyd’s body. The
next day, the friends reported the incident to the police.
They arrested Goodine and charged him with being an
accessory after the fact to murder. The jury acquitted
the accused following a trial. The Crown appealed to
the Court of Appeal, but the appeal was dismissed.

® Goodine was not charged with aiding and
abetting. Why do you think that was? Explain your
reasoning.





