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Diary: 
Declaration of Independence 

This Diary Belongs To  
John Hancock 

May 8th, 1744                                                   John 
Hancock  
     Father passed away yesterday. He hasn’t been doing very 
well recently and I know he’s in a better place now. Mother took 
me to aunt and uncle’s house. My aunt and uncle have no kids, 
and they decided to adopt me, and I am going to live with them 
from now on. This is scary to me, as I am used to living with 
my mother, father, and siblings, but my uncle Thomas is a 
wealthy merchant who lives in a mansion, and I know I will get 
adjusted quick. It has been hard dealing with my father’s death 
and although I have only been living with uncle Thomas for a day, 
it’s been very different and a big change to my life. Living without 
my dad and in a mansion will take some time getting used to, but 
I know they will take good care of me.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

August 1st, 12th, 1764                                    John Hancock  
     My uncle died today. It’s been hard handling his death. He 
took care of me after my father died and has been training me to 
take on the family shipping business since I graduated from 
Harvard ten years ago. I now own his home and land. I’ve been 
working hard ever since he first trained me, and I’m going to 
continue the business my uncle has been working on. I will become 
a wealthy merchant like my uncle as I carry out the business.   
    I continued to carry out the shipping business, and I am now 
a wealthy merchant just like I anticipated. I have worked on the 
business for a while now and worked harder and harder every day, 
improving it along the way. I hope to continue with the business 
and improve it even more.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

August 28th, 1775                                      John Hancock  
     I had a spectacular day today. As I attended the second 
Continental Congress in Philadelphia, I met a beautiful lady 
named Dorothy Quincy there. This was when George Washington 
was named the commander of the Continental Army. I married 
Dorothy Quincy today, and she is now my wife. Dorothy’s mother 
died in 1769, and my widowed aunt Lydia seems to really like her 
and connect with her. I believe she is going to adopt Dorothy, and 
act as her mother like she has been to me. I first fell in love with 
her when I saw her feet, but she’s an all-around beautiful girl. 
Although we are ten years apart, that changes nothing and I 
can’t wait to create a future with her and spend my life with her.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

July 3rd, 4th, 1776                                      John Hancock  
     Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and especially Thomas 
Jefferson has been drafting a document, a Declaration of 
Independence, which states the importance of individual rights and 
freedoms, and that the 13 American colonies will be free from the 
British rules. As the president of the Continental Congress, I am 
credited as the first representative to sign the document. I am 
planning to sign the document bigger than I normally would, so 
that the significance of the document can be shown, and so that the 
English king won’t need to use glasses in order to see my 
signature. This is a bold move and may be a little risky, but I 
want to do this in order to show the importance. I’m nervous for 
tomorrow, but I’m ready.  
     We adopted the Declaration of Independence today. I signed 
the document along with many others, and I hope it remains a 
significant and memorable day for America as the Declaration of 
Independence was approved, which means we are no longer under 
the British rules. I signed the document first as the president of 
the Continental Congress, and I really did sign it with bigger 
writing. Many were proud of me as they thought this was a bold 
move, and I’m glad I did it. I was nervous as I was signing the 
document, but I felt we had accomplished something big as I wrote 
my signature on that paper.   
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					I	was	able	to	recognize	my	emotions.	I	could	tell	when	I	was	starting	to	feel	
stressed,	anxious,	or	tired,	or	even	when	I	remained	happy.	I	realized	my	
change	in	behaviour	and	my	actions	and	would	step	away	when	needed.	I	
was	able	to	understand	my	change	of	emotions	and	when	recognize	when	I	
need	breaks.	I	could	also	use	strategies	that	help	me	manage	my	feelings	and	
emotions.	When	I	noticed	myself	getting	stressed	or	anxious,	I	found	ways	to	
calm	myself	down	and	keep	motivated.	I	would	take	breaks	or	get	a	snack,	or	
just	step	away	for	a	bit.	This	would	help	me	to	calm	down	and	get	motivated	
to	keep	going	again.	When	I	felt	tired,	I	would	take	my	eyes	off	the	screen	a	
bit	and	just	close	my	eyes	for	a	few	seconds	and	relax,	then	go	back	to	
working	on	my	project.	These	strategies	would	help	me	to	stay	persistent.	I	
was	still	able	to	manage	my	time	wisely	with	these	breaks,	as	I	would	only	
take	short	amounts	and	only	take	them	when	necessary.	I	persevered	with	
challenging	tasks	as	well.	I	ran	into	a	few	problems	a	couple	of	times	with	my	
research,	but	it	ended	up	working	as	I	continued	to	work	hard	even	when	it	
felt	like	I	couldn’t.	When	I	couldn’t	find	the	answer	to	a	question	I	had,	I	
would	continue	to	research	and	word	my	searches	differently	until	I	found	a	
trustable	website	that	had	the	answer.	I	didn’t	give	up	and	kept	trying.	
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The video was a huge portion of our Animal Farm Campaign project. In this 
section, we had to make a campaign video for an animal of our choosing. 
During the construction process and the final product, we managed to use 
communication skills. While constructing the video, we shared an idea of what 
the video might look like. Here, we decided on a format for the video. When 
the video format and storyboard were decided, we all focused on working on 
our individual parts. If any of us need help, we could always post something 
on our messaging server to get feedback from fellow group members. It 
wasn’t just the building process that made our video demonstrate 
communication skills, it was also the final product. In our video, we used an 
anima<on style for our filming. This was appealing to the eye. If something is 
catchy, people will oKen remember it better. At the beginning, I took control 
of the leadership position. We gave each other rules and I would check in on 
people to make sure that they had done their part. I would also set due dates 
to make sure that the project gets done on time with an “A” quality level of 
work. The campaign video for Animal Farm was an amazing example of how I 
can use my communication skills in everyday life. 
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In	the	Animal	Farm	poster	I	used	critical	thinking	to	come	up	
with	a	slogan	and	picture	for	the	political	campaign	poster.	A	
competency	that	I	used	was	asking	open-ended	questions	to	
gather	information.	I	did	this	by	asking	my	group	members	if	
they	liked	ideas	for	the	poster	then	asking	them	why	to	gather	
information	about	what	type	of	slogan/picture	they	wanted.	I	
also	experimented	with	different	ways	of	doing	things.	To	find	
ideas	we	searched	up	previous	propaganda	posters	to	draw	
inspiration	of	of	them,	we	thought	of	slogans	off	the	top	of	our	
heads,	we	also	used	a	slogan	generator	to	find	a	slogan	we	all	
agreed	on.	I	also	made	choices	that	helped	me	create	my	
intended	impact	on	an	audience	or	situation.	What	I	wanted	to	
achieve	in	this	project	was	helping	to	come	up	with	a	slogan,	
drawing	the	poster,	and	writing	part	of	the	script	and	I	did	that	
by	staying	on	task	and	communicating	with	my	group	members.	
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